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SUBJECT: PEACE CORPS IN ETHIOPIA 

REF: STATE 163280 

1 . APPRECIATE YOUR TELEGRAM REPTEL. 

2. FROM MY PERSPECTIVE, PCAVASH IN CANCELLING LIVE PCV'S 
ALREADY RECRUITED AND ON BOARD IS US HAS TAKEN DECISION THAT 
ENTIRELY CHANGES PAST ASSUMPTIONS. PREVIOUSLY, IT HAD BEEN 
AGREED THAT SECURITY OP PCV’S WAS PARAMOUNT CONSIDERATION, 

AND THAT CONDITIONS OP ASSIGNMENT WOULD BE CAREPULLY SCRUTINIZED 
ON CASE BY CASE BASIS. NOW CANCELLATION OP LIVE NEW PCV'S, 

ALL OP WHOSE ASSIGNMENTS HAD BEEN GIVEN SUCH SCRUTINY AND 
ALL OP WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN IN SECURE ENVIRONMENT, SHOWS 
THAT A NEW KIND OF DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED. AS YOUR MESSAGE 
SAYS, QUOTE PC HAS DETERMINED IT INAPPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME TO 
PUT ANY ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS INTO THE ETHIOPIAN PROGRAM. 
UNQUOTTE IN EFPECT YOU HAVE DECLARED WHOLE COUNTRY OF 
ETHIOPIA A DANGER AREA, A DECISION THAT SIMPLY DOES NOT ACCORD 
WITH THE PACTS. HUNDREDS OF MISSIONARIES AND TECHNICAL EXPERTS 
LIVE AND WORK IN ETHIOPIAN COUNTRYSIDE. THOUSANDS OF FOREIGN 
PAMILIES, INCLUDING AMERICANS, LIVE AND WORK IN ADDIS. PCAVASH, 

OVER EMBASSY OBJECTIONS, SEEMS TO THINK PCV'S ARE ALL IN 
UNIQUELY HAZARDOUS SITUATIONS. 

3. I HOPE YOU HAVE THOUGHT THROUGH THE IMPLICATIONS POR 
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PRESENT PCV'S NOW IN ETHIOPIA, AND ALSO HOW SUCH A DECISION 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

SQUARES WITH PC INTENTION NOT TO CLOSE THE ETHIOPIA PROGRAM. 

4. YOUR MESSAGE SPEAKS OE HOPE THAT "WHEN SECURITY ISSUE IS 
RESOLVED" AN INCREASE IN PCV'S CAN OCCUR. SECURITY PROBLEMS, 

HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN ENDEMIC IN ETHIOPIA EOR MANY YEARS AND I 
AM UNABLE TO SAY WHEN SECURITY SITUATION IN PARTS OF ETHIOPIA 
WILL CHANGE EOR THE BETTER. DESPITE SUCH PROBLEMS, WE HAVE 
SUCCESSEULLY CARRIED OUT A VARIETY OE PROGRAMS WITHOUT EN- 
DANGERING PERSONNEL. I THINK IT ONLY LOGICAL TO POINT OUT THAT 
"SECURITY ISSUE" PRESENTLY BEING RAISED IN ESSENTIALLY ISSUE 
OE PCAVASH ACTIONS. THE ONLY ADVICE I CAN GIVE IS THAT PCAVASH 
SHOULD ABANDON ILLOGICAL BLANKET BAN AND RETURN TO SOBER 
EXAMINATION OF INDIVIDUAL PCV SECURITY SITUATIONS, AS RESULT 
OE WHICH SOME PCV'S COULD CONTINUE TO BE ASSIGNED TO ETHIOPIA 
IN SAEE ENVIRONMENTS. 

HUMMEL 
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